
Located near the mouth of Ketchikan Creek on the site of an 
ancient Tlingit fishing village, the Southeast Alaska Visitor 
Information Center is one of four Forest Service-sponsored 
centers in Alaska focusing on local and regional heritage.

The siting and building design reflect 
the historical influences of canneries, 
pitched-roof warehouses, and severe 
winter climatic conditions. 

The center has a spacious lobby with 
with displays of Southeast Alaska and 
totem poles representing the three 
Native American tribes of the area:  the 
Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian. It houses 
exhibits on the rainforest ecosystem 
(the nation’s largest national forest), 
native cultures, and a children’s 
discovery area. 

Honor Award:  Excellence in Architecture, 1995
Alaska Chapter, American Institute of Architects

FAC T S

Flexible space for familes and groups

Interpretive and interactive exhibits on natural 
and cultural history

Classroom and crafts facilities

Meeting room with work and storage space

Theatre with seating for 200

 
B E N E F I T S

Public education on natural, culutral and historic 
resources   

Community gathering place

S o u t h east     A l as  k a  V isit   o r s  I nf  o r m ati  o n  C ente    r 
w it  h  B ettis     w o r t h  N o r t h

K e tchikan      ,  A l aska  

U S DA  F o r e st   S e r v ic  e

A R C H I T E C T S

L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T S

P L A N N E R S  


